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Thomas Jefferson 
 

(First Part) 
Here is how I started the new document: 
When in the course of human Events, it 
becomes necessary for one People to 
dissolve the Political Bands which have 
connected them with another and to 
assume among the Powers of the Earth, 
the separate and equal Station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God 
entitle them, a decent Respect to the 
Opinions of Mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel 
them to the Separation. 
  

(Second Part) 
 

(Recite this last line in unison with all the characters.) 
 

And for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm Reliance on the Protection of 
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to 
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and 
our sacred Honor. 
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